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( Continuation of Box No. 1-2 of continuation of first sheet (1) ) 

The preventives /remedies as set forth in claims 1 and 2 require the 
acquisition of "a compound or its salt inhibiting the activity of a protein 
having an amino acid sequence, which is the same or substantially the 
same as the amino acid sequence represented by SEQ ID NO:l, its peptide 
fragment or a salt thereof" and involve preventives /remedies containing 
any compounds and salts thereof having the above inhibitory effects. 

However , no specific compound or its salt having such an inhibitory 
effect is presented in the description. Therefore, claims 1 and 2 are 
neither supported by the description nor disclosed therein. Even though 
the common technical knowledge at the point of the application is taken 
into consideration, it is completely unknown what specific substances 
are involved in the scope and what are not. Namely, claims 1 and 2 are 
described in an extremely unclear manner. 

Such being the case, no meaningful search can be made on the inventions 
according to claims 1 and 2. 

For the same reason, no meaningful search can be made on claims 14, 
17 to 19, 22 to 24 f 32, 35 to 37 and 40 too. 

( Continuation of Box No. II of continuation of first sheet (1) ) 

The matter common to claims 3 to 5, 6 to 10, 11, 12 to 13, 15 to 16, 
25 to 26, 27 to 29, 30 to 31 and 33 to 34 resides in a protein, having 
the amino acid sequence represented by SEQ ID NO:l. 

As the results of the search, however, it is found out that this protein 
is not novel because of having been reported in a document WO 01/38 503 
A2 (SUGEN, INC.), 31 May, 2001 (31.05.01). 

Consequently, the above protein falls within the category of prior 
art and, therefore, this common matter is not regarded as a special 
technical feature in the meaning within the second sentence of PCT Rule 



Accordingly, there is no matter common to all claims. 

Since there is no other common matter seemingly being a special 
technical feature in the meaning within the second sentence of PCT Rule 
13.2, these inventions differing from each other have no special technical 
relevancy in the meaning within PCT Rule 13. 

Such being the case, it is obvious that claims 3 to 5, 6 to 10, 11, 
12 to 13, 15 to 16, 25 to 26, 27 to 29, 30 to 31 and 33 to 34 do not 
comply with the requirement of unity of invention. 
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 

1. [x] ClaimsNos.: 20-21, 38-39 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
They involve methods for treatment of the human body by therapy. 



2. [x] ClaimsNos.: 1-2, 14, 17-19, 22-24, 32, 35-37, 40 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 
(See extra sheet . ) 



3. ^2 ClaimsNos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
(See extra sheet.) 



1. [ | As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 

claims. 

2. | | As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. |~x] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 3-5 



Remark on Protest | J The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| | No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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